
E-Mails Received Regarding South Street 
As of 12 p.m. October 8, 2020 

 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Rick and Heather Viens <southstreet4@msn.com> 
Date: October 6, 2020 at 9:00:41 AM EDT 
To: "brian11.carpenter@gmail.com" <brian11.carpenter@gmail.com>, "hseeley@nbnworks.net" 
<hseeley@nbnworks.net>, "firesafe@gmavt.net" <firesafe@gmavt.net>, "dbrown9926@gmail.com" 
<dbrown9926@gmail.com>, "lindseyfuentes@gmail.com" <lindseyfuentes@gmail.com>, 
"FKhan63@icloud.com" <FKhan63@icloud.com>, "nuovo@middlebury.edu" <nuovo@middlebury.edu> 
Subject: Danger on South Street in Middlebury 

  
Dear Town of Middlebury Selectboard Members, 
  
The excessive speeding on South Street has become increasingly dangerous.  Most cars are going at least 
40 miles per hour and they get faster going past the Chipman Park entrances. 
  
The speed limit is 25.  I’ve seen cars PASS a car going the speed limit and I’ve seen drivers lay on the horn 
and tailgate someone going the speed limit.   
  
Last week our daughter was nearly hit in the crosswalk by our house.  Yesterday a beautiful, beloved dog 
was hit and killed by a pickup truck that never slowed and never stopped.  His speed was about 45 at 
least.  The dog was not ours but I saw it happen and I comforted the owner and cleaned the blood from 
the street, it was a horrific experience. 
  
In anger and frustration I spray painted a couple of “SLOW DOWN” signs and put them by the street. 
  
The town had talked about ways to address speeding on South Street but the need has increased 
drastically these past few years.   A police cruiser used to sit in the Chipman Park entrances every so often 
and catch plenty of speeders going by on South Street.  
 
Currently, it seems that there are no deterrents to those speeding. 
  
We have a beautiful neighborhood, but it is not safe when others drive through it at high speeds and put 
all of us at risk. 
 
We have so many children, pets, walkers and cyclists that need to be protected.   
 
I hope that the Town of Middlebury will address this problem that has become alarmingly dangerous. 
  
Sincerely, 
Heather Viens 
30 South Street 
Middlebury 
  



  
From: Andrew Demshuk <demshuk@american.edu>  
Sent: Tuesday, October 06, 2020 10:43 AM 
To: Kathleen Ramsay <KRamsay@TownOfMiddlebury.org>; Chris English 
<CEnglish@TownOfMiddlebury.org>; Beth Dow <BDow@TownOfMiddlebury.org> 
Subject: Tragic Death due to Speeding on South Street 

 
Greetings, 
 
As you may have heard, a truck speeding down South Street struck a visitor’s dog at over 40 mph yesterday 
and belted on without stopping. With mask and social distancing in place, I and some other neighbors 
tried to help find the terrified second dog, as well as console the visitor. This happened northbound on 
South Street near the northern entrance to Chipman Park. After the incident, I chatted with our mail 
carrier, who (being a warrior as so many of them are) expressed that concern about speeding vehicles is 
just part of her job- but I wonder, must our mail carriers fear for their lives? I must confess, I fear for my 
toddler on his own street. What if he suddenly breaks free of my hand and leaves the sidewalk toward 
the street? What if we turn our back for an instant at home, and he belts out of the backyard into the 
street? A car going 25 mph would more likely stop in time. A speeding car would yield tragedy. 
 
I know that ambulances need the ability to speed on South Street, which offers the only real access to 
Porter Hospital. To my understanding, this may be at least part of why rumble strips were abandoned as 
an idea when they were last proposed, before our time, alongside discussions about getting the street 
regraded and repaved (is that still on the table?). But something must be done. Cars speed on South Street 
all the time. The huge trucks that go to the college depot up by the gold course barrel up and down South 
Street at certain times of year at speeds so fast they can practically blow people over on the sidewalks. 
 
At the very least, I recommend the reinstallation of the electronic speed warning sign that stood on South 
Street in both directions a few months ago. I also recommend the return of patrol cars, which used to 
watch the area near Chipman Park. Ideally, a speed camera would get installed, and there would be a 
posted warning that this street is monitored for speeding with cameras. A letter might be sent by the city 
to the college about neighborhood concerns about college trucks that speed. None of these changes 
would influence or impede the important work of ambulances. 
 
Thank you very much for your time, and I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
With best regards, 
 
Andrew Demshuk 
24 South Street 
 
-- 
Andrew Demshuk, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of History 
American University 
Department of History 
Battelle-Tompkins 119 
4400 Massachusetts Ave NW 
Washington, DC 20016   



 

 

From: Meg Robbett <meghanrobbett@gmail.com> 
Date: October 6, 2020 at 10:51:29 AM EDT 
To: brian11.carpenter@gmail.com, hseeley@nbnworks.net, firesafe@gmavt.net, 
dbrown9926@gmail.com, lindseyfuentes@gmail.com, Fkhan63@icloud.com, nuovo@middlebury.edu 
Subject: Dangerous Speeding Down South Street 

 
Dear Selectboard, 
 
I am a very concerned citizen who lives in Chipman Park in Middlebury (right off of South St). I have lived 
on South Street and then Chipman Park for the last 8 years and have noticed increasingly dangerous 
driving by folks presumably heading to the hospital complex. Yesterday a dog was hit and 
gruesomely killed by a truck, who did not stop or slow down, and was excessively speeding at least 20 
miles over the speed limit of 25mph. The reckless driving down South Street, a straight and very wide set 
street has become increasingly worse over the last few years. It is not uncommon to spot several cars 
exceeding 50mph on this residential street with no concern for those around them. Children playing signs 
do not deter these drivers. 
 
I have never written to the selectboard and never attended a meeting, but I feel very strongly that kids 
and even adults in this neighborhood are at extreme risk of getting serious injured or killed and so I am 
writing to you to try to seek advice and understand what we as a town and community-minded people 
can do to remedy this situation. 
 
Thank you for your time. 
 
Respectfully,  
 
Meghan Robbett 
65 Chipman Park 
 
  
 


